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Sgt. James Forte, laadmaster, Maring Alreraft Group 16, 3rd Marine Alreraft Wing, and a 36-year-old Ridgefiald, Conn. native, watches the last load of Independant Electeral
Commizsslon of Irag workers exit his carge alreraft at Al Taggadum, brag Jan. 26. Twe crews and two alreraft spent a majority of the day ferrying hundreds of Iragl election
workers from Majaf, Iraq for the Jan. 30 elections. Phote by Sgt. Nathan K. LaForte

Al Asad Iraqgis vote on historic election day

Story by Cpl Paul Lelelit

Frd MEARF Coplead Covrspavedont

MEAR BAGHDATM, Irag For the first trme in half
werary, the Irngi people vobed in free elections after national
polls opened at T a.m. Jan, 30,

Iragi zecunty foroes and Marines oversesing the democrtic
process msed seounty levels and officials expected the electons
i o smewsthily ot Jocal polls dhroughout AL Anbar Province.

Initmlby daunted by fears of scattered viobancs af the polls,
[ragi locals overcarme their worries and fumed ot fo cast their

vite enthusiastically for a positive fiture of their country,

Helping tosef the stage for a peacatul elaction, Marines with
ihe 3rd Barine Aircraft Wing were congratyubated an their efforts
o support & democratic Irag.

“The entire Wing team has done a termific job setting the: stage
fior elections (in Al Anhar Provines) with truly all-star decision-
making, plarming and execution at every bevel,” said Maj. Gen,
Kazith J, Stalder, commanding general, 3nd MAW,

Sonmee Melarines made a special effort o halp encourage bocal
[ragis to cast their vodes,

“1 explaimed to them thadt it is imporiant o vele,” said Lance

Cpl MBediya Ahakar, supply clerk, Marine Wing Headquearters
Squsedron 3, 3rd MAY, who, as an Arahic-speaking imerprater,
miet with Iragi ebectiom wiorkers at Al Azad before election day,

Abakar also reagsured the workers that the Bbarines were com-
mitted 1o ensuring security 3t the pells and that any fears of vig-
lence should niot deter them firgm the overall importamoe of exer-
ciging thedir democratic right 1o chocse their own leaders.

“Blost of them want & wole, but have security concerns,”
said Ahakar, “T wold them that the Marines would be there to
pratect them,”

Bone marrow donations give hope of life

Compiled by CPAQ

MCAS Mirmar

A b mrurmonw domor registration drive will
e hedd Ry oS00 am, 1o 00 purm, at dhe
Marine Corps A Station Miramar Exchange,
Everyone i encouraged fo paricipate. No ap-
poimkment 15 necessary and all thist s requared
10 regster 5 a simple bood west

Repistration & free for all senvicemembers,

their families and Deparment of Defense civil-
Enemployess and contractons between the ages
of 1 and &0 You can register even ifyou have
takenanti-malana medication, recedved any im-
mumnizations, hed a recent tation, or served i
the Unibed Klingdom, Middle Eagt or Africa,
An estimated 30,000 children and adilis in
the 115 —500) in the millitary alone—ane diag-
nised with leukemia, aplastic anemia or other
fatal Mood diseases each year, For many, the

only hope for survival is a mamow fransplant,

Unfontynately, nearly 70 percant of these pa-
ity cannot find & match within their o fam-
ily, They nead 10 find unrelated marrow do-
nors—peophs who have wohmteered to donate
marrgay if ever matched.

The procedure 5 simple. At the drive, a
tahlespoon of hleod will be drawm, which will
e Human Leukocyte Antigentype-tested, Mext,
yirr rmse is placed on the natiomsal registny, [F

somenns whe is sck matches your HLA bype
aned your are 2l willing o donate, you and vour
sponse will be traneported o Washington, [0,
o povernment expernse for the uncomplicated
oo donation procedure, The procedurs is
oo amed bk bess thun ome o 6o complese,
Onaly a very small amount of your mamow =
ke 1o save a Tufe and your booe marrow will
replemish itself within days

Forrmore nfrration vistwsvisbomarmimmg,
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